An enzyme-amplified monoclonal immunoenzymometric assay for prostatic acid phosphatase.
An immunoassay for prostatic acid phosphatase is described in which a high degree of specificity for the prostatic isoenzyme, obtained by the use of monoclonal antibodies, is combined with great sensitivity, made possible by enzyme-amplified measurement of the combination of the isoenzyme with its antibody. The increase in sensitivity thus achieved is of the order of 170 times that of conventional methods of measurement. The advantages of the enzyme-amplified method have been shown to be particularly useful in detecting and monitoring small abnormalities of prostatic acid phosphatase levels in patients with prostatic cancer.